' The author would like to thank James McCredie, the School's former director, for permission to publish these vases. 1 and 2 represent the only two intact Protogeometric (PG) vases in the American School collection. The remainder of the School's PG holdings consist of some 95 sherds from Amyklai and 26 from Messenia, most probably Koryphasion. These will be discussed by the author in a forthcoming article on Laconian Protogeometric Pottery. Unfortunately, the provenience of these two vases is unknown;3 yet their shape and decoration is fairly distinctive and provide evidence from which both provenience and date can be suggested. Framed crosshatched triangles like those on 1 are a common Argive decorative motif,4 as is the combination of crosshatching and checkerboard fill.5 A row of crosshatched triangles as the major decorative element on the shoulder of small pouring vessels and lekythoi is also known from various sites in the Argolid.6 Most distinctive, however, is the biconical shape of 2 with its high binocular handle which has both Argive and Athenian parallels. fig. 1 (oinochoe E 1907) .
Whereas individual elements of 1 and 2 can be paralleled, for example, at Lefkandi and Athens, yet it is the especial combination of these elements which suggests that our two vases came from the Argolid. For instance, the shape of 1 occurs at Lefkandi, as does the motif of a row of crosshatched triangles (cf. footnote 4). But it is the combination of framed crosshatched triangles with checkerboard fill that suggests an Argive provenience. Similarly, a binocular handle also occurs at Lefkandi, but on a tall and slender oinochoe8 quite dissimilar in shape to 2. Again, it is the combination of the binocular handle with the biconical shape that tends to indicate an Argive origin, although in the case of 2 an Attic origin cannot be entirely discounted.9 The Lefkandi examples, however, are important for chronology, dating, as they do, to Late Protogeometric. They thus provide a chronological framework of the last half of the 10th century B.C. for the American School vases. 
